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Phytoplankton chlorophyll decline in equatorial Pacific  
associated with 2015 El Niño event 

B. A. Franz (Ocean Ecology, GSFC) et al. 

Trends in ocean chlorophyll concentration, a proxy for marine phytoplankton abundance, show 
~40% decline for the equatorial Pacific, observed by 2 missions and 2 different chlorophyll 
retrieval algorithms.  Decline associated with a major El Niño event which suppresses nutrient 
availability in the region.  The PACE mission will continue and extend observations. 
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